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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: In the "related 
applications" section there are neither dates nor serial numbers for the related documents 
listed. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-11, 13-19, and 21-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated 
by Kou et al. (US 2002/0078293 Al) in view of Takahashi et al. (US 2003/0093795 Al). 

As to claim 1, Kou discloses an audio/video (A/V) component networking 
system, comprising (see Kou, [0020, 0024] for network system, "select a device" is a 
component, AV/C): 

a presentation device adapted to present A/V program data to a user (see Kuo [0044], a 
TV, 216, as example of presentation device); 



2. 
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and a sink component (212) communicatively coupled to each of the source components, 
the sink component adapted to present to the user an aggregated listing of the A/V 
program data available from each of the plurality of source components to enable the user 
to select particular A/V program data from at least one of the plurality of source 
components for presentation on the presentation device (see Kuo, [0044, 0053] for 
selection and presentation of aggregated list of data). 

Kou does not expressly teach a display of A/V program data; however, Takahashi, 
who discloses an EPG controller, does teach a plurality of source components each 
adapted to provide A/V program data (see Takahashi, fig. 7 and [0086-0088], and see 
Kou, [0020, 0039], a source device and plurality such as VCR, CD unit, audio receiver). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the device controlling system of Kou with the 
guide display of Takahashi so that a display of A/V program data may be displayed in a 
user-friendly manner, making the user's selection easier (see Takahashi, [0017]). 

As to claim 2, Kuo discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink component is 
adapted to decode the selected A/V program data (see Kuo, [0039], the controller device 
has a decoder and presents selected data). 

As to claim 3, Kuo discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink component is 
adapted to obtain the selected A/V program data from at least one of the plurality of 
source components and transfer the selected A/V. program data to the presentation device 
in real-time (see Kuo [0053], displays the user selections as they are made). 



Application/Control Number: 10/808,037 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2623 

As to claim 4, Kuo discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink component is 
adapted to filter the aggregated A/V program data listing based on a format of the 
available A/V program data (see Kuo [0057, 0059] where target device and its data 
format are objects of the viewer menus). 

As to claim 5, Kuo discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink component is 
adapted to perform a registration operation to register each of the plurality of source 
components with the sink component (see Kuo, [0068]). 

As to claim 6, Kuo discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink component is 
adapted to obtain the selected A/V program data from at least one of the plurality of 
source components via at least one of a plurality of different types of communication 
networks (see Kuo, [0062, 0069] connect over network bus). 

As to claim 7, Kuo discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink component is ' 
adapted to perform a registration operation to identify a format of the A/V program data 
available from each of the plurality of source components (see Kuo, [0068-69], data 
format from VCR makes BW a consideration). 

As to claim 8, Kuo discloses the system of claim 1, wherein at least one of the 
source components is at least one of the group consisting of a satellite receiver source 
component, a digital versatile disk (DVD) source component, a cable source component, 
a computer, and a compact disc (CD) source component (see Kuo, [0039] and Fig. 2, a 
source may be a PC or CD, for example). 

Claim 9 is similar to claim 4 and is therefore analyzed similar to claim 4. 
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As to claim 10, Kuo discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink component 
is adapted to filter the aggregated A/V program data listing based on a type of the 
presentation device (see Kuo 0056-0057], once TV is display, then program data is 
filtered based on connectability). 

As to claim 11, Kuo discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink component 
is adapted to perform a registration operation to register the presentation device with the 
sink component (see Kuo [0056], the TV is registered so that the input plugs are known 
[0059]). 

As to claim 13, Kuo discloses the system of claim 1, wherein the sink component 
is adapted to transparently display the aggregated A/V program data listing to the user 
relative to a source of the A/V program data (see Kuo, [0064], where VCR units, the 
sources, are not presented, rather their content is presented to user for chose to be made — 
transparent to user). 

As to claims 14-19, and 21-23, they are similar to claims 1, 5, 7, 2, 1 1, 6, 4, 10, 
and 13, respectively. Therefore, claims 14-19, and 21-23 are analyzed similarly to claims 
1, 5, 7, 2, 1, 6, 4, 10, 13, respectively. 

As for claims 24-28, they are similar to claims 1, 15, 4, 10, 13, respectively. The 
means for accessing, registering, and filtering is the controller device; the means for 
presenting or displaying is the display device, such as the TV, (see Kuo, fig. 4A). 
Therefore, claims 24-28 are analyzed similar to claims 1, 15, 4, 10, and 13, respectively. 
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5. Claims 12 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kou et 
al. (US 2002/0078293 Al) in view of Takahashi et al. (US 2003/0093795 Al) and in 
further view of Do (US 6 417 869 Bl). 

As to claim 12, Kuo discloses the system of claim 1 and Takahashi the display of 
A/V program data; however, Kuo does not expressly teach the sink component is adapted 
to display the aggregated A/V program data listing on the presentation device. 

Do, who discloses a method and system of user interfacing, does expressly teach 
display of the data listing on the presentation device (see Do, col. 6, lines 1-21, where the 
TV monitor is the presentation device and fig. 6 or fig. 8 is an example of the view). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the network controlling system of Kuo with the 
presentation method of Do, so that such listed services or data can be made readily 
available to the user at home via a viewer at home (see Do, col. 1, lines 44-50). 

Claim 20 is similar to claim 12 and therefore is analyzed like claim 12. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Ludtke (US 6 237 049 Bl) discloses a method for discovering functionality on an 
AV network. 

Inquiries 
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device (see [0012] A/V component system; see [0013] central storage; see [0065] and [0124] 
plurality of source components; see [0071] a sink component can also be a central server; see 
Fig. 1 1 , element 235 notes both audio (music) and video (TV based content, which is A/V); see 
[0151] TV as presentation device and menu data displayed). 

As to claim 13, Hunter discloses an audio/video (A/V) networking method (Fig. 1 1 , 210), 
comprising: accessing, via a sink component (228), a centralized storage system (230) having a 
plurality of source components, each source component adapted to provide A/V program data 
(see [0128] a DVD player as well as a HDD to store then replay a movie may be provided); 

transmitting, via the sink component (228), A/V program data from at least one of the source 
components to a presentation device; and receiving, via the sink component, a user selection of 
at least one of the plurality of source components for displaying an A/V menu data stream 
associated with the selected source component on the presentation device (see [0138] for 
access, [0128] for reception and transmission). 

As to claim 23, claim 23 is similar to claim 1 3 except that claim 23 represents an apparatus and 
claim 13 is a method; hence, claim 23 is analyzed the same as claim 13 (see above)(see [0138] 
for access, [0128] for reception and transmission). 

As to claim 2, Hunter discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the sink component is adapted to 
decode (82) the A/V program data (see [0065] decoder is part of user station). 

As to claim 3, Hunter discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the sink component is adapted to 
transmit the A/V program data to the presentation device in real-time (see [0162] proprietary real- 
time decoding may occur for playback rather than storage). 



As to claim 4, Hunter discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein at least one of the source 
components is selected from the group consisting of a satellite receiver source component (600), 
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a digital versatile disk (DVD) source component (46), a compact disc (CD) source component 
(28), a computer (36), and a cable source component (600) (see [0128], [0065], [0126], [0151- 
0152]). 

As to claim 5, Hunter discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the sink component is adapted to 
perform a registration operation to register the storage system with the sink component (see 
[0154] the stored media is registered for presentation, for billing purposes). 

As to claim 6, Hunter discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the sink component (61 0) is 
adapted to perform a registration operation to register at least one available type of 
communication network for communicating with the storage system (36) (see [0156] the 
communication network will be registered or defined and accepted as the network to access 
storage to a central controller, which will store user information). 



As to claim 7, Hunter discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the sink component is adapted to 
perform a registration operation to register a format of the A/V program data available from each 
of the plurality of source components (see [0163-0165], the sink registers the format of a CD or 
another type of storage media for playback). 

As to claim 8, Hunter discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the sink component is adapted to 
present to the user an aggregated listing (110) of the AA/ program data available from each of the 
plurality of source components (see [0075] an aggregate listing is presented in an interactive 
program guide). 

As to claim 9, Hunter discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the sink component is adapted to 
present to the user a filtered aggregated listing of the AA/ program data available from each of 
the plurality of source components based on a format of the A/V program data available from 



a 
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As to claim 25, claim 25 is similar to claim 2; therefore claim 25 is analyzed with respect to claim 
23 and claim 2 (see above). 

As to claim 26, claim 26 is similar to claim 5; therefore claim 26 is analyzed with respect to claim 
23 and claim 5 (see above). 



As to claim 27, Hunter discloses the system of claim 23, further comprising means for registering 
each of the plurality of source components residing on the centralized storage system with the 
sink component (see [0163-0165], the sink registers the CD or another type of media player for 
playback). 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure. 

Inomata et al. (US 5 473 317) teaches an audio-visual component system that uses remote 
control operation of the individual components. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Paul J. Graham whose telephone number is 571-270-1705. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00a-5:00p EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul J. Graham whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1705. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00a-5:00p EST. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



